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Conductor’s Corner 
 

Dear students, family, and friends of YOSAC, 
 

     I received many positive comments regarding our last concert, Fantasia, in the 
Cal State Recital Hall last Nov. 12.  The audience attendance and support were 
much appreciated!  You may have noticed many college students, both in the 
audience and in performance with the orchestras.  These are students in my Music 
Appreciation, Music Theory or Music Education classes at CSUEB who volunteered 
to either assist by playing their instruments in the concert or used it as part of their 
concert attendance requirements to write a critical (mostly good!) review of the 
concert.  The excitement observed at the concert was contagious to many in 
attendance.  The YOSAC Board is in negotiation with the Cal State East Bay Music 
Department to find additional ways YOSAC can assist in providing hands-on music 
education opportunities for CSUEB music students and faculty with our YOSAC 
musicians.   
 

  Some of my favorite highlights from the concert: 
 

1. The growth of the Concert Orchestra both in size and quality:  We are 
continually recruiting new intermediate level students to this new full 
orchestra which was just formed last year.  Many students at this level do not 
have the opportunity to play with winds and strings in the same group.  I 
especially enjoyed their performance of the Finale frorm Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 9.  
 

2. The Horizons Ensemble’s ability to become a student-led group was 

amazing!  My dissertation study through Boston University showed that 

students can solve problems and share learning with each other under the 

principles of Group Dynamics (Cartwright and Zander, 1968) and Vygotsky’s 

educational theory of the Zone of Proximal Development (Vygotsky, 1978, 

1981a).  Student leaders (more than one) within this group demonstrated 

these theories in real life as they chose the music to perform and learn, 

interpreted the notation, and then rehearsed it and solved problems for a 

polished performance.   

3. The Symphony Orchestra’s performance of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6 

(Pastoral):  While many in the audience and orchestra enjoyed the 

Symphony Orchestra’s performance of the Highlights from Jurassic Park (“It 

made the hair on the back of my neck stand up!” one parent told me 

afterwards), I was most satisfied with the group’s performance of the 

Beethoven Symphony No. 6!  The Symphony’s performance would be worthy 

of any youth orchestra in the Bay Area.  I constantly remind this group that 

they are playing the same notes that the San Francisco Symphony plays! 

Dr. Bill Harrington 
YOSAC Music Director 
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    Dunsmuir House Performance 
    Sunday December 10, 3:00pm 
 

Our next two rehearsals on Tuesday nights,     
November  28 and December 5, will be focused on 
our holiday music performance at the Dunsmuir 
House in the Oakland hills.   
 

For those of you unfamiliar with the Dunsmuir 
House, it is a huge historical mansion built in 1899 
by Alexander Dunsmuir, a prominent coal baron on 
the West Coast.  The house was subsequently 
owned by the Hellman family for many years.  The 
estate features a 37-room neoclassical revival 
mansion set upon 50 acres of beautifully 
landscaped grounds.  During December, every 
room is decorated with a Christmas tree and other 
holiday decorations.  The Dunsmuir Hellman 
mansion has been used in many movies (most 
recently the movies Four Weddings and View to a 
Murder), for private weddings and other historical 
events and has been designated a National 
Historic Site by the United States Department of 
the Interior.   
 

Our holiday performance will be in the Garden 
Pavilion, a modern ballroom reserved for parties, 
wedding receptions and other events.  While there 
is typically a $24 admission fee for all adults to the 
estate, all our YOSAC students and their 
families and friends will be provided free 
admission through the South Gate.  Each 
visitor will also be given a complimentary ticket 
for entrance to the Mansion Tour.  Further 
instructions will be forthcoming.        

 
Alameda County Community Food Bank  
YOSAC held a community project food drive for the 
Alameda County Community Food Bank during our 
Nov. 12, 2017 concert.  We collected 6 large boxes 
of canned goods and 10 grocery bags of pasta, 
beans, rice, oatmeal, cereal, etc.  We have just 
been informed that the total poundage of our 
donation was 442 lbs!  Awesome participation and 
the Food Bank was amazed that we were able to 
collect that amount on just one concert date.  Your 
donations helped numerous families and made a 
positive impact on our community.  YOSAC thanks 
the students and their families for their generosity 
and community support.  

 

Concert Dates 
The remaining dates for the 2017/2018 concerts 
are:  March 4 and May 20, 2018.  The location for 
our concerts is CSUEB, Recital Hall, MB1055, 
Hayward.    

 

    Rehearsal Attendance:  
Rehearsals are Tuesday evenings, 6-7 pm for 
Concert Orchestra and 7:15-9:15 pm for Symphony 
Orchestra.  Rehearsals are essential for students’ 
musical growth and for the cohesion of each group. 
In their membership agreements, students have 
made a commitment to attend rehearsals unless 
they are ill or have a school performance scheduled 
for that time. Please email YOSAC94540@aol.com 
before rehearsal time on Tuesday evening if you are 
not able to attend.   
 

Tuition:  
The second installment payment for tuition is due on 
January 15, 2018. If you have not yet sent in your 
final payment for the 2017-2018 season, please do 
so before that date. You can contact YOSAC 
Business Manager, Judy Ann Warren, at 
YOSAC94540@aol.com with further questions 
regarding tuition. For students just starting with 
YOSAC after the winter break, if there is a financial 
need, YOSAC does offer scholarships. Please email 
me if you need a scholarship form sent to you.  

 

Fundraisers: 
BART Tiny Tickets – If you have a BART ticket that has 
a small amount remaining on it, please consider donating 
it to YOSAC.  Please mail them to:  YOSAC, PO Box 
3970, Hayward, CA  94540.  
 
Lucky’s eScrip – When you are shopping at Lucky’s (or 
Save Mart or Food Maxx), look for the shelf tag with the 
eScrip Shares logo on it.  When you purchase qualifying 
items, you will receive extra savings on your favorite 
brands and YOSAC will get extra earnings from your 
participation in eScrips.  You must first “opt-in” with your 
phone number at escrip.com/lucky.   
 
Smile.Amazon.com - AmazonSmile is a simple and 
automatic way for you to support YOSAC every time you 
shop.  When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find 
the exact same low prices, great selection, and 
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 
the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 
purchase price to YOSAC.  On your first visit to 
smile.amazon.com, you need to search for and select 
Youth Orchestra of Southern Alameda County as your 
designated charitable organization to receive donations 
from eligible purchases.  Amazon will remember your 
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make on 
AmazonSmile will result in a contribution to YOSAC.   
 
See’s Candies – YOSAC sells See’s Candies for the 
winter holidays, Valentine’s Day and Easter.  Please 
support YOSAC and save yourself from standing in the 

store line.  We will bring the candy to you!      
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    Board President Letter 
     

    Dear YOSAC friends and families, 
 
    Our 2017-2018 season started out with a bang, with some great musical literature chosen by Dr. 

Harrington    under the theme of Fantasia! We especially enjoyed welcoming a number of Cal State 
students in the audience. The students are off to a great start! 

 
    I was so pleased with the response to our food drive for the Alameda County Food Bank at the 

concert. The table with all the bags and boxes was an impressive sight! We are very grateful to the 
Oakland Symphony for donating two tickets for our food drive raffle the last three years. The winner 
was Cecilia McLellan, of Concert Orchestra. 

 
    As chair of the YOSAC board, I apply for a grant from the City of Hayward each fall. Hayward has 

been very generous to YOSAC ever since the late 80s, supporting us with funding every single 
year. It is always instructive to look over the events of the last year in order to address the city’s 
requirements that we assess our program, align ourselves with city priorities, etc. This time around 
what stood out to me was YOSAC’s initiation of an after school program in Golden Oak Montessori 
Charter School in Hayward in an effort to bring music education to more Hayward students. This 
year Dr. Harrington has added a similar program at Key Academy, another Hayward charter school. 
Besides filling a need for charter school students, who are not provided with music teachers from 
the school district, the programs can become feeders for our Concert and Symphony Orchestras.  

 
    As in the case of most nonprofits, tuition does not cover all the costs or our program, so I will close 

with an appeal for donations for those who are in a position to help YOSAC. We have had wonderful 
support from individuals over the years and we really appreciate it. If you’re able to donate, won’t 
you write a check today and send it to YOSAC, PO Box 3970, Hayward 94540? Thank you so 
much! 

 
    Sincerely, 
    Carol Morgan, Chair 
    YOSAC Board of Directors 

 

 
Auditions:  
YOSAC is still accepting new students for the 2017-2018 season.  We will have ongoing auditions, by 
reservation only, for interested new students until March 2018. Please submit an audition application through 
YOSAC’s website (www.YOSAC.org) audition page.  New students and parents will be advised of available 
audition dates and times by email. Assigned audition music is posted on the YOSAC website's audition page. 
Please follow the website directions if your instrument does not have audition music posted.  You may also 
request to submit a video audition.  Please contact YOSAC94540@aol.com if you have further questions.  

 

 
A Chance for a Tuition Credit for next season!  
Spread the love, and get a $50 credit when your friends sign up for YOSAC. We find our best 
recommendations come from you!   
 
If you refer a friend to YOSAC and they pay the prorated tuition for the remainder of the season and stay 
active in our program until May 2018, we will issue you a $50.00 credit towards your next season’s tuition, 
and you get the joy of playing music with your friends. 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

  FROM YOSAC!   
 

NEXT CONCERT IS MARCH 4, 2018 
3:00 pm, CSUEB, Recital Hall  

 

YOSAC Donation Form 
 

I am sending a tax-deductible contribution in the amount of $_____________ to YOSAC.  

 

Name:     ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOSAC 

Youth Orchestra of Southern Alameda County 

P.O. Box 3970 

Hayward, CA 94540 

(510) 483-1163 
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